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Before and After 
Portrait of a Child 
Transformed
You’ve seen ‘before and after’ photos in advertisements, 
right? A version of ‘before and after’ that represents a 
much more meaningful transformation happens all the 
time at Childhaven. 

Robin Bennett, an em-
ployee at Childhaven, 
noticed a toddler named 
Troy on her very first day 
while she was shadow-
ing a case manager. Troy 
wouldn’t talk to anyone, 
and wouldn’t play with 
toys. 

As Robin learned later 
during a case manage-
ment meeting, Troy’s 

mother was having a very hard time meeting his basic 
needs, though not for lack of desire. She was dealing 
with severe depression and addiction. Eventually, Troy 
had to be placed in a foster home while he continued 
attending Childhaven.

Two Cheap(ish) 
Tricks to Keep  
Wildfire Smoke  
Out of Your Home
In the last few years we’ve seen terrible wildfires in the 
Northwest and other parts of the country. In addition to 
the damage done to forests and land, the smoke from 
the fires has suffocated the whole region with unsafe 
air, including inside our homes. On the worst days, the 
smoke even shrouded the sun. It affected our lungs, 
our eyes, our energy level and the quality of our sleep. 
At one point it got so bad that you could actually ‘taste’ 
the air, and the awful soot it carried. 

So last year, my wife decided we needed to keep the air 
in our home safe and healthy,, and her solution worked 
wonders. She opened the windows to allow for airflow 
and to keep the house cool, but she placed HEPA fur-
nace filters in the open windows to filter the air before 
it even enters our home. She then put another HEPA 
furnace filter on the back of a large floor fan and ran it 
24/7, to catch whatever soot snuck past the window fil-
er. It was amazing how much smoke particles we were 
able to remove from the air and what a difference it 
made almost instantly. 

This year, sadly, the fire season has already began. So, 
I wanted to pass along these simple tricks because if 
you plan to implement them, you’ll need to get ready 
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Two years later, Robin saw Troy again and noticed a pro-
found difference in the emotionally withdrawn boy she 
had seen on her first day. Now, he was relating well with 
other kids and adults, and he looked healthy and happy. 

Robin talked with Troy’s adoptive parents and shared 
her observations from two years back. They were very 
grateful to Childhaven for helping Troy with his social 

and emotional development, especially his ability to bond 
with and trust other people. 

Troy’s experience reflects that of many other small chil-
dren who come to Childhaven from very difficult home 
situations. After working with the superb staff at Child-
haven for a few years, the same kids leave ready to suc-
ceed in school and beyond. 

It’s Official: Only 2 Weeks of Housing Inventory Left

As of April 1st, there were just 4153 active listings across 
the region, compared to 9418 last year. 

And that’s why were seeing double digit sale price in-
creases across 26 counties, up 19.5% compared to last 
year, and up 7% just from February. 

When you split the data into single family homes and 
condos, you see a little more separation, but not much. 
Home inventory actually sits at 0.47 months, with condos 
at 0.86 months. 

So whether you are considering selling a home or a condo, 
prices are going up across the board, and we can’t list homes 
for sale fast enough before tons of offers come through. 

If this is the year you’ve planned to sell, you are in prime 
position to sell fast, and sell for big money. 

Please Send Your Referrals to Us!
If you know someone else considering selling their home 
or condo, please send your referrals to us! We offer a 
seller guarantee that is second to none. If we don’t sell 
your home for at least 100% of your asking price, I will 
pay you the difference! 

Here’s how to send us referrals:
1)  Email me at referral@weisbarth.com with your  
 friend’s contact info
2) Call me directly, or pass my number on to them –  
 206-779-9808
3) Go to our website at Weisbarth.com/referrals

With COVID-19 still dominating life in our area and beyond, kids who normally find 
safety, love, and guidance at Childhaven are stuck at home, like many of us. 

But through all this, the Childhaven staff continues to care for them, delivering 
counseling, developmental therapy, wraparound supports, home learning, meals, 
family meetings, and much more. 

Every referral you send our way helps the kids at Childhaven, because we donate a  
substantial portion of our income from every home sale to this amazing organization.  
To date, home sales and referrals from people like you have led directly to over $200,000 
being donated to help vulnerable and traumatized kids have a chance at a better life. 

If you know anyone considering buying or selling, you have three options:
1. Send me an email to referral@weisbarth.com 

with the contact info of the person you know 
who is considering a move. 

2. Call me direct or pass on my number – 
206.779.9808

3. Go to our website at Weisbarth.com/referrals

Your Referrals Help Kids in NeedOur donations 
to date for 

Childhaven!
A portion of every sale from 
Weisbarth & Associates is 
given to Childhaven and in the 
past 5 years we have donated 
over $200,000 to Childhaven.
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now, before the supply of HEPA furnace filters disap-
pears. You have two primary options. 

Option 1: A HEPA Furnace Filter 
with a 17 MERV Rating
HEPA filter stands for High Efficiency Particulate Air fil-
ter. There are many brands, with a wide range of prices 
and sizes. Here’s what to do:

1. Measure the size of the window(s) 
openings where you want to use 
the filter(s)

2. Buy a HEPA filter with a 17 MERV 
rating that fits that opening size 
(If you can’t find the MERV 17 rat-
ed filters, then anything above 
a MERV 13 will do). You can find 
these at your local hardware store 
or online.

3. When the smoke from the wildfires arrives, open the 
window, and place the filter(s) in the space.

4. Use cardboard, if necessary, to fill in any gaps

5. Tape the edges to seal off the outside, and you’re ready 
to breathe safely. If you use painter tape, you’ll be able 
to remove the tape easily and without leaving marks.

6. Measure the size of the back of your floor fan (the 
square kind) and tape another HEPA furnace filter on 
the back, and then turn the fan on. 

7. Clean and replace the filters as needed – check them at 
least once per week when the air quality is at its worst.

Depending on the size of your windows and the filter you 
order, you may need to combine a couple filters together. 
Some come in a cardboard frame so you can tape or sta-
ple them together. 

Oh, and if you have a fireplace, make sure to shut the flue 
so that particles can’t enter that way.

Again, this worked great for us and it was relatively cheap 
and easy to implement. Our air was clean , and we felt 
good knowing we were taking care of our lungs and health. 

Option 2: An Air Purifier with  
Negative Ionizer
An air purifier  with an ioniz-
er  can ‘scrub’ the air where 
it is... And this is a great op-
tion to keep the air in your 
home clean year-round. The 
negative ions float in the air 
and attach themselves to 
microscopic dust and other 
particles that typically carry 
a positive ionic charge. As more of these particles coag-
ulate, they form larger, heavier particles that eventually 
precipitate out of the air or get caught more easily in your 
filter. 

While the HEPA filters keep the dirty air from getting in 
your home, the air purifiers cleanse the air that’s already 
there. 

Most important of all: Don’t wait - get your filter and/
or air purifier NOW! If you wait until the wildfires have 
arrived, all the filters might be sold out. They were ex-
tremely hard to find last year. That’s why we’re sharing 
this with you now in May instead of July, so you can beat 
the rush.

Two Cheap(ish) Tricks to Keep Wildfire 
Smoke Out of Your Home (continued from front)
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It’s Official: Only 2 
Weeks of Housing  
Inventory Left   
The real estate market has been hot since last summer. 
It cooled a bit during the winter, though not as much as 
usual. And now, it’s heating up like I haven’t seen in a 
long time, possibly my entire career. 

Across the region, inventory of homes for sale is down to 
a staggering 0.53 months of supply. That’s about two weeks worth. Snohomish County is down to just one week of 
inventory! 

Last year at this time, inventory across the region stood at 1.40 months of supply. For context, 4-6 months is consid-
ered a ‘balanced’ inventory. Even with Covid lockdowns last year, it was still a strong sellers’ market. Now, homes 
and condos are selling as fast as they get listed. 

Consider:

There were 10,562 homes and condos newly listed for sale in March, which was the most since September. But, 
during the same month, 10,863 sales went pending. Roughly speaking, that means the same number of homes 
being put up for sale are also selling in the same month. The input is the same as the output.
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